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Munich ( MEW-nik; German: [?m?nçn?] ; Bavarian: Minga) is the capital and most populous city of Bavaria,
Germany. As of 30 November 2024, its population was 1,604,384, making it the third-largest city in
Germany after Berlin and Hamburg. Munich is the largest city in Germany that is not a state of its own, and it
ranks as the 11th-largest city in the European Union.

The metropolitan area has around 3 million inhabitants, and the broader Munich Metropolitan Region is
home to about 6.2 million people. It is the third largest metropolitan region by GDP in the European Union.

Munich is located on the river Isar north of the Alps. It is the seat of the Upper Bavarian administrative
region. With 4,500 people per km2, Munich is Germany's most densely populated municipality. It is also the
second-largest city in the Bavarian dialect area after Vienna.

The first record of Munich dates to 1158. The city has played an important role in Bavarian and German
history. During the Reformation, it remained a Catholic stronghold. Munich became the capital of the
Kingdom of Bavaria in 1806 and developed as a centre for arts, architecture, culture, and science. The House
of Wittelsbach ruled until 1918, when the German revolution of 1918–1919 ended their reign and saw the
short-lived Bavarian Soviet Republic.

In the 1920s, Munich became a centre of political movements, including the rise of the Nazi Party. The city
was known as the "Capital of the Movement". During World War II, Munich was heavily bombed, but much
of its historic architecture has since been restored. After the war, the city's population and economy grew
rapidly. Munich hosted the 1972 Summer Olympics.

Munich is a major centre for science, technology, finance, innovation, business, and tourism. It has a high
standard of living, ranking first in Germany and third worldwide in the 2018 Mercer survey. It was named the
world's most liveable city by Monocle's Quality of Life Survey 2018.

Munich is the wealthiest city in the European Union by GDP per capita among cities with over one million
inhabitants and is among the most expensive German cities for real estate and rents. In 2023, 30.1% of
residents were foreigners, and 19.4% were German citizens with a migration background from abroad.

Munich's economy is based on high tech, automobiles, the service sector, information technology,
biotechnology, engineering, and electronics. Multinational companies such as BMW, Siemens, Allianz SE,
and Munich Re are headquartered there. The city has two research universities and many scientific
institutions. Munich is known for its architecture, cultural venues, sports events, exhibitions, and the annual
Oktoberfest, the world's largest Volksfest.
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The Munich Agreement was reached in Munich on 30 September 1938, by Nazi Germany, the United
Kingdom, France, and Italy. The agreement provided for the German annexation of part of Czechoslovakia
called the Sudetenland, where three million people, mainly ethnic Germans, lived. The pact is known in some



areas as the Munich Betrayal (Czech: Mnichovská zrada; Slovak: Mníchovská zrada), because of a previous
1924 alliance agreement and a 1925 military pact between France and the Czechoslovak Republic.

Germany had started a low-intensity undeclared war on Czechoslovakia on 17 September 1938. In reaction,
Britain and France on 20 September formally requested Czechoslovakia cede the Sudetenland territory to
Germany. This was followed by Polish and Hungarian territorial demands brought on 21 and 22 September,
respectively. Meanwhile, German forces conquered parts of the Cheb District and Jeseník District, where
battles included use of German artillery, Czechoslovak tanks, and armored vehicles. Lightly armed German
infantry briefly overran other border counties before being repelled. Poland grouped its army units near its
common border with Czechoslovakia and conducted an unsuccessful probing offensive on 23 September.
Hungary moved its troops towards the border with Czechoslovakia, without attacking. The Soviet Union
announced its willingness to come to Czechoslovakia's assistance, provided the Red Army would be able to
cross Polish and Romanian territory; both countries refused.

An emergency meeting of the main European powers–not including Czechoslovakia, although their
representatives were present in the town, or the Soviet Union, an ally to France and Czechoslovakia–took
place in Munich, on 29–30 September. An agreement was quickly reached on Adolf Hitler's terms, and
signed by the leaders of Germany, France, Britain, and Italy. The Czechoslovak mountainous borderland
marked a natural border between the Czech state and the Germanic states since the early Middle Ages; it also
presented a major natural obstacle to a possible German attack. Strengthened by border fortifications, the
Sudetenland was of absolute strategic importance to Czechoslovakia. On 30 September, Czechoslovakia
submitted to the combination of military pressure by Germany, Poland, and Hungary, and diplomatic
pressure by Britain and France, and agreed to surrender territory to Germany following the Munich terms.

The Munich Agreement was soon followed by the First Vienna Award on 2 November 1938, separating
largely Hungarian inhabited territories in southern Slovakia and southern Subcarpathian Rus' from
Czechoslovakia. On 30 November, Czechoslovakia ceded to Poland small patches of land in the Spiš and
Orava regions. In March 1939, the First Slovak Republic, a German puppet state, proclaimed its
independence. Shortly afterwards, Hitler reneged on his promise to respect the integrity of Czechoslovakia by
occupying the remainder of the country and creating the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. The
conquered nation's military arsenal played an important role in Germany's invasions of Poland and France in
1939 and 1940.

Much of Europe celebrated the Munich Agreement, as they considered it a way to prevent a major war on the
continent. Hitler announced that it was his last territorial claim in Northern Europe. Today, the Munich
Agreement is regarded as a failed act of appeasement, and the term has become "a byword for the futility of
appeasing expansionist totalitarian states."
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The Munich massacre was a terrorist attack during the 1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, West Germany,
carried out by eight members of the Palestinian militant organisation Black September. The militants
infiltrated the Olympic Village, killed two members of the Israeli Olympic team, and took nine other Israeli
team members hostage. Those hostages were later also killed by the militants during a failed rescue attempt.

Black September commander and negotiator Luttif Afif named the operation "Iqrit and Biram", after two
Palestinian Christian villages whose inhabitants were expelled by Israel during the 1948 Palestine war.
Intelligence files suggest that some West German neo-Nazis may have assisted Black September in the 1972
Munich massacre, though the extent of their involvement remains debated. Shortly after the hostages were
taken, Afif demanded the release of a significant number of Palestinians and non-Arab prisoners held in
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Israel, as well as one of the West German–imprisoned founders of the Red Army Faction, Ulrike Meinhof.
The list included 328 detainees.

West German police from the Bavarian Police ambushed the terrorists, killing five of the eight Black
September members, but the rescue attempt failed, resulting in the deaths of all the hostages.

A West German police officer was also killed in the crossfire. The West German government faced criticism
for the rescue attempt and its handling of the incident. The three surviving perpetrators were arrested but
were released the following month in a hostage exchange after the hijacking of Lufthansa Flight 615.

By then the Israeli government had launched an assassination campaign, which authorised Mossad to track
down and kill anyone who had played a role in the attack.

Two days before the start of the 2016 Summer Olympics, Brazilian and Israeli officials led a ceremony where
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) honoured the eleven Israelis and one German killed at Munich.
During the 2020 Summer Olympics, a moment of silence was observed in the opening ceremony.
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Fußball-Club Bayern München e. V. (FCB, German pronunciation: [?fu?sbal?kl?p ?ba??n ?m?nçn?]),
commonly known as Bayern Munich (German: Bayern München), FC Bayern (pronounced [??ft?se? ?ba??n]
) or simply Bayern, is a German professional sports club based in Munich, Bavaria. They are most known for
their men's professional football team, who play in the Bundesliga, the top tier of the German football league
system. Bayern are the most successful club in German football and are among the world's most decorated,
having won a record 34 national titles, including eleven consecutive titles from 2013 to 2023 and a record 20
national cups, alongside numerous European titles.

Bayern Munich was founded in 1900 by eleven players, led by Franz John. Although Bayern won its first
national championship in 1932, the club was not selected for the Bundesliga during its inception in 1963. The
club found success in the mid/late-1960's, but the pinnacle came in the 1970's under the captaincy of Franz
Beckenbauer, as they won the European Cup three consecutive times (1974–1976). Overall, Bayern have
won six European Cup/UEFA Champions League titles (a German record), winning their sixth title in the
2020 final as part of the Treble, and it became the second European club to achieve this feat twice.
Furthermore the club is one of five teams that have earned the right to keep the trophy and to wear a
multiple-winner badge. The club has reached the final of the European Cup/UEFA Champions League eleven
times, a joint second-most of any club in the history of the competition and is also second placed in numbers
of semi-final appearances. Bayern has also won one UEFA Cup, one European Cup Winners' Cup, two
UEFA Super Cups, two FIFA Club World Cups and two Intercontinental Cups, making it one of the most
successful European clubs internationally, and the only German club to have won both international titles.
Bayern players have accumulated five Ballon d'Or awards, two The Best FIFA Men's Player awards, five
European Golden Shoe and three UEFA Men's Player of the Year awards, including UEFA Club Footballer
of the Year.

By winning the 2020 FIFA Club World Cup, Bayern Munich became only the second club to win the
"sextuple" (winning the League, Cup, and Champions League in one season followed by the Domestic
Supercup, UEFA Supercup and Club World Cup in the next season), or all trophies that a club can win in a
calendar year. Bayern Munich is one of five clubs to have won all three of UEFA's main club competitions
and the only German club to achieve that. As of June 2025, Bayern Munich are ranked second in UEFA club
rankings. The club has traditional local rivalries with 1860 Munich and 1. FC Nürnberg.
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Bayern Munich is one of the most widely supported football clubs in the world, and in July 2025, Bayern had
more than 400,000 official club members and 4,286 officially registered fan clubs, with over 325,000
members, making the club the largest sports club in the world by membership. The club has other
departments for chess, handball, basketball, gymnastics, bowling, table tennis and senior football, with more
than 1,100 active members. Since the beginning of the 2005–06 season, Bayern has played its home games at
the Allianz Arena. Previously, the team had played at Munich's Olympiastadion for 33 years. The team
colours are red and white, and the crest shows the white and blue flag of Bavaria. Bayern Munich has the
largest revenue out of any German sports club and the fifth highest-earning football club in the world,
earning €764.5 million in 2025.
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Munich (German: München) is the capital of the German federal state of Bavaria.

Munich or München may also refer to:
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Munich Airport (German: Flughafen München „Franz Josef Strauß“) (IATA: MUC, ICAO: EDDM) is an
international airport serving Munich and Upper Bavaria, southern Germany, and western Austria. To the
German Aeronautical Information Publication, it is known as Muenchen Airport. It is the second-busiest
airport in Germany in terms of passenger traffic after Frankfurt Airport, and the eleventh-busiest airport in
Europe, handling 41.6 million passengers in 2024. It was the 39th-busiest airport worldwide in 2024. It
serves as hub for Lufthansa including its subsidiaries Lufthansa CityLine, Lufthansa City Airlines, Discover
Airlines, Air Dolomiti and Eurowings as well as a base for Condor and TUI fly Deutschland.

The airport is located 28.5 km (17.7 mi) northeast of Munich, near the town of Freising. It is named after
former Bavarian minister-president Franz Josef Strauss. It has two passenger terminals with an additional
midfield terminal, two runways as well as extensive cargo and maintenance facilities and is fully equipped to
handle wide-body aircraft including the Airbus A380.
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Munich is a 2005 epic historical drama film produced and directed by Steven Spielberg, co-written by Tony
Kushner and Eric Roth. It is based on the 1984 book Vengeance by George Jonas, an account of Mossad
assassinations following the Munich massacre.

Munich was released by Universal Pictures in the United States and Canada and internationally by
DreamWorks Pictures on December 23, 2005, and received five Oscar nominations: Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Adapted Screenplay, Best Editing, and Best Score. The film made $131 million worldwide but
just $47 million in the United States, making it one of Spielberg's lowest-grossing films domestically. In
2017, the film was named the 16th "Best Film of the 21st Century So Far" by The New York Times.
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Munich phenomenology (also Munich phenomenological school) is the philosophical orientation of a group
of philosophers and psychologists that studied

Munich phenomenology (also Munich phenomenological school) is the philosophical orientation of a group
of philosophers and psychologists that studied and worked in Munich at the turn of the twentieth century.
Their views are grouped under the names realist (also realistic) phenomenology or phenomenology of
essences. Munich phenomenology represents one branch of what is referred to as the early phenomenology.
One of their contributions was the theory that there are different kinds of intentionality.
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Munich Re Group or Munich Reinsurance Company (German: Münchener Rück; Münchener
Rückversicherungs-Gesellschaft) is a German multinational insurance company based in Munich, Germany.
It is the world's largest reinsurer. ERGO, a subsidiary of Munich Re, serves as the primary insurance arm of
the Group. Munich Re's shares are publicly listed. Munich Re is included in the DAX index at the Frankfurt
Stock Exchange, the Euro Stoxx 50, and other indices.
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The 2025–26 season is the 127th season in the history of Bayern Munich, and the club's 61st consecutive
season in the top flight of German football. In addition to the domestic league, the club is participating in this
season's editions of the DFB-Pokal, Franz Beckenbauer Supercup and the UEFA Champions League.

The season is the first since 2007–08 without club legend and World Cup winner Thomas Müller, having
won 34 major trophies in his career, making him the most decorated German footballer of all time.
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